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Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Parish Council Meeting on 22nd August 
2022  

Present: Councillors D Johnson (Vice Chairman), J Murray, R Baker, B Wilkinson, R Jeacocke and M 
Simpson. 
Clerk S Diaz 
Members of the public 
 

22/FCEO8A To receive any apologies of non-attendance. 
Councillors J Bush, J Ronicle, K Croker, R Brafield and J Maycocke sent their 
apologies. 

22/FCEO8B To receive any declarations of interest on agenda items. 
  There were no declarations of interest. 

22/FC8EOC To confirm and sign the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th August 
2022 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th 
August 2022. 

22/FC8EOD  To consider the following planning application 
 

22/P/1768/R3EIA 
 

Banwell Bypass, 
Land To North 
And East Of 
Banwell, 
Including 
Mitigation 
Highway Land In 
Sandford, 
Winscombe And 
Churchill 

Construction of a 3.3km single carriageway road from 
the A371 Summer Lane to A368 Towerhead Road, 
including a 3m shared use path to Sandford, one bridge, 
ten culverts, associated infrastructure, and landscaping. 
Construction of a 0.63km (including junction link to 
Banwell Bypass) single carriageway Southern Link Road, 
including associated infrastructure and landscaping. 
Mitigation and enhancement measures, which consist of 
environmental mitigation and enhancement measures in 
connection with the Banwell Bypass and the Southern 
Link including flood compensation areas, planting and 
habitat creation, attenuation basins, associated 
infrastructure and landscaping. Placemaking 
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improvements within Banwell, comprising mitigation and 
enhancement measures to the public realm. Active travel 
routes including works to footpaths, cycleways and 
bridleways. Improvements to the wider local road 
network in Sandford, Churchill, Locking and Winscombe 
and creation of shared use paths between Sandford and 
Churchill and Langford and Churchill 
 
Churchill Parish Council has responded to the 
consultations regarding the proposed Banwell by-pass, 
but the plans described in the above Planning 
Application, raise matters which will impact upon this 
Parish.  This Council strongly recommends that North 
Somerset Council addresses the following issues 
regarding the bypass development which, in its current 
form, will have disproportionate harmful consequences 
on our community. 
 
Churchill Parish Council (CPC) believes there has been 
inadequate consideration given to the consequences 
which such construction will have upon already 
congested routes leading from where the new bypass 
joins the A368 at Towerhead, Banwell to the A38/ A368 
junction in Churchill. The traffic projections contained 
within the planning application make it clear that with 
the building of the bypass, traffic flows on the A368 will 
increase sharply eg. a 20% increase in vehicles in the AM 
peak flow, with the bypass compared to without and, 
likewise, a 30% increase in PM peak flow in 2024*1.  
Further, if the bypass is not built, the journey time from 
Towerhead to the A38, at the AM peak flow, will rise 
from 7 mins in 2024 to 9 mins in the design year 2039 
but if the bypass is built the journey will take 17 mins.  
Severe congestion seems a likely outcome.   
 
Several roads in Churchill are major routes to school for 
pupils travelling to Churchill Academy and Primary 
Schools. Many of these roads are narrow and without 
pavements (such as Front St) while another, Dinghurst 
Rd from Churchill Gate (A38/ A368 crossroad) to the 
Clocktower has only a single narrow pavement (< 1 m 
width).   It is imperative to ensure the safety of 
pedestrians and cyclists that NSC guarantees that, if the 
bypass is to be built, speed of traffic is reduced through 
enforced speed reduction.  Further adequate crossing 
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points should also be provided at bus-stops (such as at 
The Nelson Arms and at Hilliers Lane). 
 
With the increased traffic stemming from the bypass 
development, many roads in the parish will increasingly 
become rat-runs for commuters keen to avoid congested 
areas.  On most of these, such as Skinners Lane, Front St, 
Churchill Green, Church Lane, Ladymead Lane and Stock 
Lane, pedestrians have no protected areas/ pavements.  
To protect pedestrians on these roads it is important 
that speed of traffic is reduced to a 20 mph through a 
wide area (zone).  
 
Large commercial vehicles avoid Banwell at present due 
to the long delays and inability of the present roads to 
accommodate large vehicles. With the creation of the 
new by-pass these vehicles will increasingly pass-through 
Churchill and Winscombe despite these roads being 
unsuitable.  This Council strongly recommends that 
through traffic of large commercial vehicles is 
discouraged and that HGV traffic is encouraged to 
utilise improved bypass infrastructure / M5 rather than 
A38/ 368 corridor. 
   
There appears to have been little consideration given to 
the provision of an improved public transport system to 
discourage use of private cars. It is vitally important to 
recognise the potential damage which the increase in 
traffic can inflict upon communities at all levels in terms 
of health, well-being and public safety.  With the 
expected increase in traffic through the parish there will 
be an increase in pollutants being emitted which may be 
a danger to health and well-being of the residents 
particularly children walking on the narrow pavement 
approaching Churchill traffic lights on the Dinghurst 
Road.  This should be the focus of a Health Impact study 
prior to the planning application being considered. 
 
This Council suggests most strongly that these matters 
be re-visited and considered alongside the core by-pass 
proposals in order to put forward a holistic approach to 
the consequences and serious questions which are now 
raised.    Further adequate mitigation must be put in 
place before the bypass planned opening in 2024. 
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Churchill Parish Council still requests more time to study 
the full documentation particularly as all documents 
disappeared from the site for 24 hours over the weekend 
of 20/21 August. 
 
Therefore, Churchill Parish Council unanimously resolved 
to object to this application and draw attention to the 
following points: 
Specific requests for improving road safety / mitigation 
of increased traffic in Churchill parish: 

• Introduce speed reductions on the A368 at village 
gateway / Pye Cottage for traffic travelling east. 

• Install pedestrian crossing point and standing 
area required for bus-stops at Hilliers Lane 
junction with A368. 

• We support the proposed pedestrian crossing 
point of the A368 at the Nelson Arms. 

• Reduce speed to 20 mph to Front St, Churchill 
Green, Church Lane, Hilliers Lane and Ladymead 
Lane. 

• Improve pedestrian safety, for school children 
and others, along Dinghurst Rd (A368) from clock 
tower to traffic lights  

• Reduce growth in HGV traffic through the villages 
by utilising improved bypass infrastructure / M5 
rather than A38/ 368 corridor  

• Implement parish-wide enforced reduction in 
speed limits to 20 mph (a reduced speed zone). 

• A Health impact study should be conducted 
within the parish, focusing on areas of Dinghurst 
Road and the A38/A368 junction, of the effects of 
increased traffic resulting from the bypass. 

• Implement all mitigation measures before bypass 
scheme completion in 2024. 

• An extension to respond to the planning 
application as the current consultation period is 
totally inadequate. 
 
*1  Appendix E, Strategic Model Forecasting 
Report, HIF Banwell Bypass and Highways 
Improvement Project, NSC 2022. 

 

 
The next Parish Council meeting will be 12th September 2022 at 7.30pm 
End of minutes 
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