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Churchill and Langford Parish Council – Meeting Summary

The Parish Council welcomed Councillor Jeremy Comley who was co-opted at the

February meeting. He has lived in Churchill for over 20 years and is interested in

reducing speeding traffic on the A38. 

Jeremy has an allotment in the parish.

He will submit a proposal to North Somerset Council to request permission for

Speed Indicator Devices to be installed on the A38 and once agreed, will begin

approaching local businesses for donations to fund the scheme.

It was agreed that the notice board at the traffic lights would be moved to the

recreation area for more residents to see. It will have a different look, watch this

space.

The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on 20th April 2026 at Churchill Memorial Hall

at 7pm. The theme this year is celebrating volunteers. We would love to see

residents join us for a glass of wine and local groups to come along and help

anyone interested in volunteering. 

Councillor Simpson will be acting Treasurer at the Memorial Hall.

Councillor Alleyne produced a detailed briefing on road safety, focusing on Pudding

Pie Lane. This will be shared with North Somerset Council and Councillor Keating. It

details areas that require action to improve road safety for children going to and

from the Primary School. 

 

Parish Clerk Sally Diaz

Welcome to our newsletter for the community of
Churchill and Langford villages. Full Council meetings
are held on the second Monday of each month at the
Community Hall, Ladymead Lane, Churchill and you are
welcome to attend these meetings. 



Report a Pothole

With all the rain you might have noticed an increasing number of potholes on our local roads.

These are at best a nuisance for drivers but increasingly can present a safety risk due to tyre

damage which, may not be spotted immediately. 

Residents can help by reporting potholes directly to North Somerset Council using this online

reporting form. https://forms.n-somerset.gov.uk/report-request/form/potholes#/1 It only

takes a few minutes to complete, and each report helps build a clearer picture of where

repairs are most urgently needed. The more potholes that are reported in this way, the more

likely they are to be inspected and repaired promptly.

Thank you for helping to keep our parish safe and well-maintained.

https://forms.n-somerset.gov.uk/report-request/form/potholes#/1


A Night of Outstanding Young Talent at Churchill
Music 

Churchill Music’s Young Musician of the Year
Competition once again proved to be a resounding
success. The standard of performance from the
students at Churchill Academy was outstanding, and
the atmosphere in the church was warm,
encouraging and celebratory.  

The adjudication panel was also outstanding this year. Chair, Julian Forbes, MA (Cantab) MA (R.A.M.), was joined
by Holly Greenwood-Rogers, BA (Durham) MMus (RBC) and Helena Torpy, BMus. The awards were presented
by Chair of Churchill Music Trustees, Trevor Smallwood OBE. One of the distinctive features of the competition
is that each student is required to introduce their own performance. In preparation, the Chair of the panel visited
Churchill Academy prior to the competition to offer guidance to the competitors on presentation. The results
were clear: confident, articulate and engaging introductions that enhanced the musical experience for
everyone. 

Churchill Music Young Musician of the Year 2026 is Year 10 pianist, Luna Bavetta.  Luna’s performance of
Debussy’s First Arabesque and Chopin’s Waltz in E minor was described as impressively managed and
technically masterful. Her musical maturity and control marked her out as a worthy winner. 

The Ursula Dornton Vocal Prize, generously sponsored by the Trinity Singers, was won by Year 12 student,
Izzy Russe. Izzy’s performances of Frederick Loewe’s ‘I Could Have Danced All Night’ and Andrew Lloyd
Webber’s ‘Think of Me’ delighted us all. She clearly immersed herself in the music and communicated her
enjoyment with warmth and conviction. 
The audience voted for tenor-horn player, Jamie Samuel to receive the Churchill Music Audience Trophy.
Jamie performed Albinoni’s Adagio (arr. Bissill) and Rube Bloom’s ‘Give me the simple life’. Jamie was praised by
the panel for his “fundamentally gorgeous, well-supplied, tonally secure sound”, a comment warmly echoed by
the appreciative applause from the congregation. 

All winners are invited to enter the Rotary Young Musician District Final, at Taunton School on Sunday 8th
March, presenting a wonderful opportunity to showcase their talents on a wider stage. 
Introducing the evening, trustee Jan Murray offered a, ‘Thought for the evening’ on the  recognition of the
fundamental benefits of music education for all, for over 2,500 years, citing  Plato, (420BCE) saying, “I would
teach children music, physics and philosophy; but most importantly music, for the patterns in music and all the
arts are the keys to learning,” to 21st century’s Jef Raskin, inventor of the Mac computer saying, “If I had not
studied music, there would be no Macintosh computers today”. The message was clear, music shapes minds,
communities and futures. 

Head Teacher Chris Hildrew summed up the evening perfectly: 
“We are delighted to partner with Churchill Music yet again for a fantastic evening celebrating the excellent
musicianship of our students. Music is a vital part of the life of our Academy and remains the beating heart of
our school community.” 

Churchill Music continues to play a vital role in nurturing young musicians through this competition, violin taster
sessions in local primary schools, workshops with visiting national and international musicians, and its inspiring
‘Power of Music’ project, teaching children in years 5 and 6 in local primary schools how, if film-makers and
advertisers use music to alter our perceptions, we can all do so too. It explains the reasoning, what happens in
the brain and how they can help each other through music. Churchill Music’s Young Musician of the Year
competition was, in every sense, an evening that demonstrated the power of music to uplift, inspire and bring a
community together. 



Save Felton Common 

A lot has happened since Bristol Airport’s surprise announcement on November 3  that they wished to
relocate the runway threshold to accommodate larger aircraft to serve long-haul destinations as part
of their plans to eventually reach 15 million passengers a year. This will involve erecting 21runway
approach lights on a minimum of 8 columns in 8 rows, 30 M apart, intruding 240M into the common.
Columns would range in height from 1.25M closest to the A38, increasing to 8.5M furthest from the A38
due to the downward slope of the common at this point. Each column will be protected by a 3M high
fence with the total fenced area measuring a minimum of 927 M  with vehicle access required for
occasional maintenance and safety checks. Moving the threshold towards Winford also means aircraft
landing from this direction would be 12.5 M lower in the sky than they are at the moment.
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This was a part of the “Runway Approach Lighting Consultation” letter and document that was sent to
nearby residents and those with grazing rights. Together with an online version which gave 6 weeks
until December 19  to respond. BA also ran a drop-in event at Felton Village Hall on November the
20  from 3-8 PM, which was very well attended, with entrance having to be periodically restricted in
the afternoon as there were too many people in the hall.

th
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 BAAN (Bristol Airport Action Network) held a meeting at Felton Village Hall on the evening of 2
December to encourage opposition to the proposal and get as many as possible to reply to the
consultation. The hall was packed with over 120 attendees, and 18 people put their names forward to
establish a group to protect the common which has become SFC.

nd

Winford Parish Council published their official opposition to the proposals on their website on
December the 16 .th

I attended the Airport Consultative Committee meeting at the airport on Jan 15  as I had submitted
written questions and was asked to attend. Under questioning from myself, Andrew Goodchild, BA
Head of Planning and Growth, admitted there were some flaws in the consultation, and they had
underestimated the demand for the drop in event. Under later questioning from one of the Parish
Councillors, he admitted BA had received 640 responses which were almost universally negative and
they had underestimated the strength of local opposition. We are unlikely to learn more about the
responses as this was a private BA consultation.

th

Since then, SFC has had 3 meetings, chosen a comm
ittee and now has a constitution, e-mail address and Facebook page and is planning a wide range of
opposition.
 If you wish to become involved or receive information from SFC, please contact us at
savefeltoncommon@gmail.com. 
Simon Martin on behalf of SFC

mailto:savefeltoncommon@gmail.com


News Highlights from Churchill Academy & Sixth Form

Rising Pool Star: Ryan
Ryan secured a spot in the U18s Somerset Pool team following a tough competition against 40 other
young people last week. Incredible!
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/rising-star-ryan)

LSP Regional Vocabulary Finals
Eden secured third place in this years regional vocabulary finals, defining words such as ‘besmirch’ and
‘peripatetic’. Amazing!
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/vocabulary-regional-finals-2026)

Young Musician of the Year 2026
The annual Churchill Young Musician Competition at St John the Baptist Church showcased
outstanding performances from six talented students.
Judges praised the exceptionally high standard of musicianship and provided detailed feedback to the
performers. You can read about all our winners below.
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/young-musician-of-the-year-
winners-2026)

Rising Trampoline Star: Caitlin
Caitlin competed in the Southern Zonal Schools Trampolining this week, placing 17th out of 67
participants. Incredible!
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/rising-trampoline-star-caitlin)

Regional Physics Challenge
Some of our top Scientists had a great time at the South West Regional Physics Challenge in Exeter
this week.
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/regional-physics-challenge-2026)

Lola Shines at Regional Final
Lola competed in the Future Chef Regional Final, creating a delicious two course menu. Well done
Lola!
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/future-chef-regional-finals-lola)

Rising Stars: Hollie-Jane & Samuel
These two talented students performed on stage last weekend in a production of High School Musical.
Read more (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/rising-stars-hollie-jane-and-sam)

Dance Star of the Week is Freya
Freya is a valued member of the Year 7 Dance Club with her consistent enthusiasm, positive attitude
and commitment.
Dance Star (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/dance-star-of-the-week-is-freya-
2026)

Academy Sports Rundown
Another victorious week for our sports teams this week. Check it out below.
Academy Sports Rundown (https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/academy-sports-
rundown-30th-january-2026)

https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/rising-star-ryan
https://www.churchill-academy.org/academy-news/vocabulary-regional-finals-2026)
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I make people laugh.
That might sound like a strange way to introduce counselling, but
humour is one of the ways we humans connect, find perspective,
and make even the hardest issues easier to face.

I’m an integrative counsellor, which means I draw upon a blend of
therapeutic approaches rather than sticking to one fixed method. 

Research shows it isn’t the counselling modality that creates
change, but the relationship between client and therapist. That’s
why finding the right counsellor for YOU matters.

In addition to being an integrative counsellor I specialise in
unexpected DNA test results and trauma held in the body.

WESTON-SUPER-MAREWESTON-SUPER-MARE

THE GARDEN ROOM 

COUNSELLING

BECKY WALSH
Intuitive Integrative

Counsellor

 www.beckywalsh.com    www.mydnadiscovery.com
Face-to-face in Weston-super-Mare or online via Zoom







Get TogetherGet Together

Come and join us for the Annual Parish
Get Together. This year, we are
celebrating volunteers. Share your ideas
and learn about opportunities in the area.

Annual 

https://churchillpc.org.uk
More Information

20  April 2026th20  April 2026th Starting At

7.00pm

Starting At
7.00pm

Churchill Memorial Hall.

More Information

https://churchillpc.org.uk/






We are urging residents and businesses to be vigilant following reports
counterfeit £20 notes are in circulation in Taunton.
Officers have received reports the counterfeit notes have been used in
separate transactions at two outlets and are now issuing advice on how to
spot them.

Please check £20 notes carefully, paying particular attention to: 
• The hologram image – This should change between “Twenty” and “Pounds”
when tilted. 
• The transparent window – This will have clearly defined images and edges.
• Raised print – Especially check the words ‘Bank of England’. 
• If a note feels unusual, appears blurry, or lacks security features, do not
accept it.

 Churchill Cricket Club, who last season won the Somerset League’s Fairplay

award, will shortly begin their preparations for the coming summer season. 

In March, there will be practice in the nets at the Kings of Wessex Leisure Centre

in Cheddar on Sundays 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th. 

For the club juniors, the seasons are from 2 pm to 3 pm and for their seniors 4

pm to 5 pm.  

All existing members and those wishing to join the club are welcome to attend.

Churchill will also be fielding an under-13 girls team in the league for the first

time this season, and would like new players to join for this venture. 

If you would like to take part, please phone Mike on (07929) 791584.



March is here. It’s officially spring, but also a month when winter is just as likely to rear its ugly head.
Be careful about putting anything tender outside just yet, as you are likely to lose it. Having said that,
there is still much to be getting on with….

Fruit and veg
I’ve never had much luck with carrots but if you want to give them a try they can be sown now. To
avoid the ravages of carrot root fly sow the seeds inside cloches or under fleece.
Sow tomato seeds in pots indoors.
Plant onion and shallot sets, spacing them 10-15cm apart
Sow spinach, covering with cloches or fleece.
Plant early potatoes in trenches or in large tubs or bags if space is limited. Old multipurpose
compost bags, or the large green bags that we used to use for garden waste are worth a try. 
Sow parsnips as soon as the soil starts to warm up. They are slow to germinate and need a long
growing season.
Start hoeing veg beds as soon as the weather starts to warm up, as weeds will germinate quickly
Plant strawberries in a hanging basket to keep the fruits away from slugs
Give blackcurrant bushes a high-nitrogen feed

The flower garden
Deadhead daffodils and other spring bulbs but let the greenery die-back naturally.
Prune dogwoods, willows and cotinus right down to the base to promote vigorous new growth.
Forced bulbs like hyacinths and tulips can be planted into the garden, for blooms next spring.
Plant lilies and other summer-flowering bulbs in pots and borders.
Feed ericaceous (acid-soil loving) shrubs, such as rhododendrons, azaleas, camellias and pieris,
with an ericaceous fertiliser.
Mulch borders generously with garden compost.
Check tender new shoots for aphids, and remove before infestations get out of hand
Continue deadheading spring flowers and any remaining winter bedding so they don't set seed

A few cheap ways to multiply your stock and bring colour to your garden
If you like big-blowsy tuberous begonias in your pots and hanging baskets then get them going
now. Gently push the tubers into damp compost with the hollow side up, then leave them
somewhere bright and warm. 
Sow a selection of vibrant annual climbers, such as Spanish flag (Ipomoea lobata) and black-eyed
Susan (Thunbergia alata 'Arizona Glow'). They can be planted out in a month or two.
Buy young bedding plants for growing on to a larger size under glass, or sow your own in a
heated propagator.
Sow dwarf French beans in a large pot for an early indoor crop in June.
Take cuttings from dahlia tubers planted last month to raise new plants.
Take basal cuttings from perennials, such as delphiniums and lupins, to root in a pot indoors



Planning an event in Churchill or Langford? Make
sure your event doesn’t clash. Whether it’s a  music
event, flower show, village get-together or a local club
meeting, make sure your date doesn’t clash with other
key activities by checking the Village Diary and adding
your event to it!

CHURCHILL AND
LANGFORD
VILLAGE DIARY!

https://churchillpc.org.uk/whats-on/

The Village Diary, maintained by the Communications Officer of Churchill
Parish Council, is a central calendar designed to help local groups and
residents coordinate activities throughout the year. It’s a simple but
powerful way to avoid overlapping events, maximise attendance, and
support each other’s efforts in building a vibrant, well-connected
community.

To ensure your event gets the attention it deserves, and to help others do
the same, the form with the details of your event as early as possible. The
more we all use the Village Diary, the more effective it becomes.

Let’s work together to keep Churchill’s community life thriving, one well-
planned event at a time!

https://forms.gle/uTVntBse4MQHp3xDA


 We have allotments
available NOW!

Allotments plots available at Churchill

We have several plots available at our
Allotment fields on Pudding Pie Lane. The
plots are available for Churchill/Langford
residents and those from our surrounding

villages. If you are interested in taking over a
plot, contact me on 07399 523961 or on

clerk@churchillpc.org.uk



UP COMING EVENTS
Churchill, Langford and surrounding area

COUNCIL MEETING

SING FOR FUN

Full Council meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the
Community Hall, Ladymead Lane, Churchill.

Every Friday 1.30 to 2.30
St Marys Church Langford
For everyone who simply wants to
feel better through singing. 
More info Jan Murray
info@churchillmusic.org.uk

Join a small group of about 14 members called the
Churchill 2000 formed after the closure of the
Churchill W.I. in 2000
Meeting 11 times a year at 7.30pm in the Reading
Room opposite the Methodist church on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month. Enjoy a speaker, a meal
out, visit a garden or have in house entertainment.
Open to new members to join a very relaxed group
who enjoy an evening together along with a cup of
tea and biscuits. 
Email katieandshelagh@btinternet.com

Winscombe District u3a Our Monthly talk on
Monday 16th March will be The Hussar Miss:
Memoirs of a young lady who joined the Russian
Cavalry during the Napoleonic Wars. By Richard
Stride Members £2. Visitors very welcome £3
Refreshments from 2 pm, Talk to start at 2.30. The
Main Event Hall Winscombe Community Centre
Sandford Rd. BS21 1JA

Churchill and Langford Minibus garden trips
Sunday 19 April 2026
Rose Cottage, East Harptree
Minibus £4, Garden entry £5.50
An organically garden planted to encourage
wildlife.  This is a ‘by arrangement’ visit, so we’ll
have the garden, and garden owner, on hand to
chat to, and to provide us with tea and cake!

For bookings, please email or call;
john.simmons3462@gmail.com , 07855-944049.

CHURCHILL 2000 LADIES GROUP

Unlock the benefits of singing for your health
and well-being! 
Trinity Singers, based in Churchill, North
Somerset, welcomes you to: Elevate musical
standards with a diverse repertoire, Perform
concerts blending Sacred and Secular music,
and connect with church music at services
and events.
Discover the joy of singing at
https://www.trinitysingers.co.uk/

Wyvern Ladies Netball club are inviting new
players over 16 to join their training sessions
held at Churchill Academy sports hall on
Tuesdays 7-8pm.
Training involves a mixture of fitness, ball
skills, and half court play with lots of laughs
along the way. There are also opportunities
to compete in the Weston and District
netball league for those who would like to
put training into practice! 
For more information please contact Pippa
(pippa.quick@outlook.com)

EXPLORE TRINITY SINGERS 

mailto:john.simmons3462@gmail.com
https://www.trinitysingers.co.uk/


The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society is now running a scheme to assist people in getting to
their hospital appointments.
This scheme aims to connect volunteer drivers from the Churchill and Langford community with
patients to provide convenient transport to the region’s medical centres.
The service will be provided using local drivers’ personal vehicles, or, alternatively, a community
minibus.
All drivers will be DBS cleared, and, as part of the process, all drivers will be enrolled as a member
of the minibus society.

The costs for hospital transport:
BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY £20
SOUTHMEAD HOSPITAL £20
BATH Royal United Hospital £25
CONGRESBURY £10
YATTON £10
WESTON HOSPITAL £10
WINSCOMBE £10
WRINGTON £10
CHURCHILL SURGERY £10

For other journeys, not specified, the donation will be agreed before the trip by the organiser.

If you need help ring Trevor on 01934 852589 or 07836600019

The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society also runs two minibuses and operates a schedule of
trips every month to shops in Wells, Nailsea, Clevedon, Worle and Weston. In addition, it also
provides transport for members to their healthcare appointments and subject to availability runs
non scheduled trips for its members. In the past, these have included Churchill Music, Theatres,
Cinema, pub lunches, trips to the coast and social events etc. To see the current schedule of trips
please visit www.churchillpc.org.uk/local-services/mutual-aid-minibus-society

To become a Society member of the Community transport scheme please contact one of the
organisers listed on the schedule of trips who will explain about the trips and how to enroll as a
member. The Society is always looking to recruit new organisers and drivers so if you have some
spare time then we would love to hear from you. The Chairman’s details are on the journey
schedule. The Society also provides the opportunity to make new friends and help you reduce
your carbon footprint.

The Minibus Society

https://churchillpc.org.uk/local-services/mutual-aid-minibus-society/




Churchill Parish Council updates six
noticeboards for the community of Churchill
and Langford. Residents can advertise an
event on the notice board but not regular
group or a business.

If you would like your posters displayed in the
noticeboards, please send physical copies to:

The Parish Clerk 17 Sealey Close, Draycott,
Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3UA

Please note, that we cannot print posters for
the noticeboards on your behalf.

Noticeboards

Do you own a local business?
Churchill & Langford Parish Council
Newsletter is making advertising space
available for local businesses to promote
their wares and services.

Businesses can buy a spot in this
newsletter to advertise. Prices will be £60
for 12 months, and £35 for six months. The
advertisement can consist of one line, the
name of the business, the type of
business, and contact details.

These advertising spaces will be aimed at
businesses in and around the local area of
Churchill & Langford.

If you are interested in advertising with us,
or if you would simply like more
information, please contact our Clerk,
Sally Diaz, on clerk@churchillpc.org.uk or
on 07399 523 961

Contact us

If you have any questions or comments, you
can get in touch with us by emailing
clerk@churchillpc.org.uk

You can find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/churchillparishcouncil

Visit www.churchillpc.org.uk to find out
about Churchill and Langford villages, 
access help, community transport + details
of activities and events.

Got a local event to share?
We love to know what's on and spread
the word. Please send information about
your event to Becky -
comms@churchillpc.org.uk

mailto:clerk@churchillpc.org.uk
mailto:clerk@churchillpc.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/churchillparishcouncil

