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Welcome to our newsletter for the community of
Churchill and Langford villages. Full Council meetings
are held on the second Monday of each month at the
Community Hall, Ladymead Lane, Churchill and you are
welcome to attend these meetings.

Parish Clerk Sally Diaz

Churchill and Langford Parish Council - Meeting Summary

The Parish Council have approved the Market Kitchen's proposed patio plans. The Market Kitchen
will improve the seating area on the existing space at the front of the cafe.

A new bin will be added to the Community shelter.

Churchill Parish Council is currently conducting a brief survey to understand how the existing
skate park is used and whether any changes may be needed in the future.

No decisions have been made. This is an evidence-gathering exercise to help the council
understand local need.

We are keen to hear from children, young people, and parents, and would really appreciate your
support in sharing the survey with your school community.

The survey is short. It takes around 1-2 minutes to complete.
Survey link: https.//www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVGVYB8

Thank you to everyone who came to the Annual Get
Together themed to celebrate Volunteers.
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Well done to James Kennedy The Market
Kitchen and Emma Stocks Community
Champions 2026.
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Churchill and Langford Annual Get-Together. Community, Commitment and
What’s Next

The Churchill and Langford annual get-together brought people together for a simple but powerful reason.

Community. The evening focused on the role volunteers play across the parish, and the difference even

the smallest contribution can make.

A community built on people

Chair of the Parish Council, Jackie Bush, opened the evening with a clear message. You do not need a lot
of time to make a difference. Even an hour a month matters.

Volunteering is not just about helping others. It helps you. It builds friendships. It connects you to where
you live. It gives a sense of belonging.

There was also an honest reflection. At times, the community has lost its way. But things are changing.
There is a sense that the village is coming back together. That makes this the right moment to get
involved.

What the Parish Council has delivered
The past year has seen real, visible progress across the parish:
* New toilet facilities added to the cricket pavilion. Funded through Section 106 contributions and
designed to blend seamlessly with the existing building
¢ Ongoing drainage improvements across the playing fields. Football pitches are already benefiting, with
further work completed near the play park
¢ A new community defibrillator installed behind the clock tower at the Reading Room. This improves
access at that end of the village
e A new community shelter replacing the old dugout. This creates a flexible space for events, families
and local groups
e Early work underway to maintain and improve the skate park. Young people are being asked what they
want to see next
* A third speed indicator device now in place to raise awareness of speeding in the village

This work reflects a council focused on practical outcomes. It also shows a clear effort to secure external
funding where possible, rather than placing pressure on local finances.

The people behind the work

Clerk Sally Diaz highlighted something often overlooked. Every parish councillor is a volunteer.

They give their time alongside jobs, families and other commitments. They sit on multiple groups. They
handle both praise and criticism. They do it because they care about the village and want it to thrive.

There is also a strong team behind the scenes:
* The parish orderly keeps the village clean, safe and looking its best
e Communications ensure residents stay informed and connected
e Councillors bring a mix of creativity, practical thinking and local knowledge
Two new councillors have strengthened the team this year:
Gary, already making an impact through grant funding applications and a focus on traffic issues
Jeremy, bringing experience and a strong focus on safety, particularly along the A38
As the Council members increase it allows the council to do more as the workload is shared.



Funding and finances

The council has worked carefully to balance ambition with affordability.
e Over £50,000 received in Section 106 funding
e Around £65,500 from Community Infrastructure Levy funds
e £1,000 distributed in village grants

The parish precept has increased slightly, from £130,466 to £139,958. For a Band D household, this
equates to an increase of 46p per month.

This was not a decision taken lightly. The aim has been to keep increases as low as possible while
maintaining services and investing in the parish.

Looking ahead

There is more to come.

Plans are developing for further improvements across the parish, alongside a full programme of events,
including the annual Village Day.

The Parish Council has linked up with Banwell and Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council and the
Impact Alliance. This is a scheme aimed to combat loneliness in the community.

The focus remains clear. Use funding wisely. Improve what already exists. Strengthen the sense of
community.

Recognition and appreciation

The evening also celebrated those who go above and beyond.

Community Champion Awards were presented to:

James Kennedy for his care and support of community members through The Market Kitchen
Emma Stocks for her work supporting the Reading Room

Their contributions reflect the spirit of the parish. Quiet, consistent and deeply valued.

A simple invitation

The message from the evening was clear.

You do not need to do everything. Just something.
Help at an event

Deliver a few leaflets

Support a local group

Join the Parish Council

There are currently three vacancies on the council. Meetings take place on the second Monday of each
month at 7:30pm in the Market Kitchen.

If you have ever thought about getting involved, now is the time.

Because community does not just happen. People make it happen.




Work to future-proof the A38/A368 crossroads between Churchill and Langford is set to begin on
Monday 11 May.
The Churchill traffic improvement scheme aims to alleviate congestion, improve traffic flow, and enhance

both current and future bus services. Under the approved design, the existing crossroads will be
transformed into a roundabout with smart traffic signals.
The infrastructure improvements to the crossroads include:

Converting the crossroads where the A38 and A368 meet between Langford and Churchill into a
modern roundabout, complete with smart traffic signals. This upgrade will improve traffic flow,
allowing the junction to handle a higher volume of vehicles than is currently possible.

Implementing smart signals at all four approaches to the roundabout, with prioritisation for buses and
the A38, ensuring smoother traffic movement and supporting public transport efficiency.

Installing four controlled crossings on each arm of the roundabout to provide safer access for
pedestrians and cyclists, enhancing overall safety and mobility.

Building new pavements around the junction to improve pedestrian safety and ensure safer movement
for all users.

Planting five semi-mature trees as part of the landscaping scheme. While some trees will be removed
due to construction, most are nearing the end of their life. New, more resilient trees will be planted in
collaboration with the council's tree officer.

Introducing a bus-only lane on the west side of the roundabout, enabling buses traveling along A368
Dinghurst Road to easily access the bus stop. This lane will also be available for use by community
minibuses, improving public transport access

The current junction is already at capacity, often congested during peak times, and is expected to face

even greater traffic volumes with the expected increase of housing, population and road users. To address

these challenges, the new signalised roundabout will be implemented, designed to improve traffic flow,

reduce congestion, and provide a safer, more efficient route for all users.

Included in the work plan, the council will carry out highway maintenance in the area. This includes road
resurfacing, drainage upgrades, improved traffic signals at crossings, and enhanced street lighting to
benefit all users. By incorporating these essential upgrades into the scheme, local maintenance budgets

are freed up to be spent on other priority areas across North Somerset.

The works have been carefully planned to minimise disruption. The A38 is a key part of the North

Somerset region, so the project is being managed to reduce impact on the network as much as possible.

While this may extend the overall timeline, ensuring minimal disruption remains the top priority.

Current programme of works

11-17 May - Traffic management
11-22 May - Off-peak lane closure
5 June - 27 August - 24-hour lane closure: Bus Gate & Northwest Quadrant

28 August - 22 October - Southwest Quadrant works .
23-28 October - Off-peak 2-way signals and lane closure b
5 June - 29 October - 24-hour lane closure: A38 Southbound % . "\\5\

25 August - 30 October - Main Gyratory East works “Chif] pagish O
2 November - 20 November - Narrow lanes with off-peak lane closures: Roundabout

23 November - 28 January - 24-hour lane closure with narrow lanes: Southeast Quadrant

29 January - 16 February - Off-peak lane closures with narrow lanes: Splitter Islands

17 February - 5 March - Off-peak lane closures with narrow lanes: Splitter Islands

These dates are subject to change with an earlier completion date anticipated than currently planned.



HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE
OF CHURCHILL SKATE
PARK ¢ SURVEY

We are exploring whether changes to

the current skate park may be needed.
No decisions have been made.
We need your views.

OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS,
YOUNG PEOPLE AND
FAMILIES

THE SURVEY TAKES 1-2
&) MINUTES

Scan the QR code or visit:
www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVGVYBS8
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E ; £ Survey closes 31



http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/GVGVYB8
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+ an &Q

FREE, FRIENDLY SESSIONS DESIGNED TO HELP
YOU REGAIN YOUR CONFIDENCE ON A BIKE. USE
ONE OF OUR BIKES, SUPPORTED BY OUR
EXPERIENCED TEAM, AND ENJOY CYCLING

ALONG THE TRAFFIC-FREE STRAWBERRY LINE *'k.
fre
Four individual training sessions are
available on the following dates

Sunday 3rd May - 10am-1pm
Wednesday 6th May - 10am-1pm
Wednesday 13th May - 10am-1pm

Sunday 17th May - 10am-1pm

These supportive sessions are ideal for
people who haven’t cycled for many years §
or who are looking to build confidence

EMAIL STRAWBERRYLINEPROJECTS@GMAIL.COM | Y .. |/ -
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Delivered in Partnership with National Highways
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Churchill and Langford

Another busy month! | attended the annual Legal Service, which marked the

appointment of the new High Sheriff of Somerset, Peter Dixon. Somerset's beautiful

- | ceremonial sword and scabbard are kept safely by High Sheriffs during their term of
) office.

| ran 29 surgeries last month — 13 at my regular monthly venues and ‘extras'in 16

. rural cafés, community hubs, a garden centre café, a beer shed and two village pub
~ | nights. Thank you if you came to speak to me. | value listening to your views and

— concerns, which inform my work as your MP in Westminster.

Locally, | was proud to join Amnesty International’'s local representatives to mark
International Women's Day. They campaign relentiessly for access to legal and
welfare support for the many female prisoners held in terrible conditions across the globe.

It was a pleasure to welcome Tim Farron, MP and Lib Dem Spokesperson for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs to my
‘patch’. We spent a day visiting inspiring people and projects, and Tim spoke to an audience, answering questions from
farmers and others. If you'd like to know about future events, please contact me.

In Westminster, | met the ‘real’ Ash Smith and Peter Hammond of "Dirfy Business’ fame, discussing the newly-released
sewage spill data for 2025 and what can and should be done to clean up our rivers, streams and rhynes. | also attended a
joint NFUWWF/RSPCA meeting advocating fair frade - high standards for food imports, and I've met the Energy Minister to
highlight the problems for rural households dependent on increasingly expensive oil for their heating and hot water.

In Parliament | have spoken on a number of matters, raising the following:

* the importance of returning to 0.7% spending on overseas aid as both humanitarian and national security measures

* securing guarantees that foreign national prisoners complete their UK Court ordered prison terms when they’re transferred
to their ‘home' country

* rigorous monitoring by the Home Office of the contract for tagging offenders released early or on licence

* whether drug company incentives should be investigated as these may influence which drugs are prescribed

* reforming the regulation of Funeral Directors

holding Government to account for top level briefings given to Peter Mandelson before his vetting was completed
pressing the Government on the need for pumps to be ready prior to flooding, not after it happens

outlining the need for strong measures and clear accountability for safeguarding in small religious organisations and cults
ensuring planning regulations protect the accessibility of hospital helipads for air ambulance use

L £ L L

My next local ‘surgeries’ are listed below, but please visit my website or contact my office for the full list.
Friday 1¢t May from 10:00 to 11:00 at Market Kitchen, Churchill

Saturday 2~ May from 14:00 to 15:00 at The Star Inn, Star

Saturday 9t May from 14:00 to 15:00 at Coffee Bank, Winscombe

Monday 11t May from 09:30 to 10:30 at Congresbury Community Café

Friday 15% May from 18:00 to 19:00 at The Brewer's Arms, Banwell

Mo appointment is necessary - it's first come, first served. If you can’t come to meet me, I'll come to see you.

Thank you.
Tessa

You can contact me:

Call: 01934 440639 (answerphone outside office hours)

Email: tessa.muntmp@pariamentuk

Post: Tessa Munt Freepost (you won't need a stamp!)

To keep updated on my work as your MP, find me on Facebook, Instagram, Bluesky and Linkedin.

You can also contact your North Somerset Councillor, Patrick Keating:
Call: 07584 674740

Email: patrick.keating@n-somerset.gov.uk




A CHURCHILL & LANGFORD VILLAGE FUND
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vite you to join

CHURCHILL & LANGFORD
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CHURCHILL RECREATION GROUND
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THE GARDEN ROOM

COUNSELLING

WESTON-SUPER-MARE

| make people laugh.

That might sound like a strange way to introduce counselling, but
humour is one of the ways we humans connect, find perspective,
and make even the hardest issues easier to face.

I'm an integrative counsellor, which means | draw upon a blend of
therapeutic approaches rather than sticking to one fixed method.

Research shows it isn't the counselling modality that creates
change, but the relationship between client and therapist. That's
why finding the right counsellor for YOU matters.

In addition to being an integrative counsellor | specialise in
unexpected DNA test results and trauma held in the body.

BECKY WALSH

Intuitive Integrative

Counsellor

www.beckywalsh.com www.mydnadiscovery.com

Face-to-face in Weston-super-Mare or online via Zoom




May is typically the month when | plant-up the pots on my patio that are going to provide some close
to the house colour through the summer and autumn. Over the years | have learned that combining
plants together in pots involves both art and science; art to get the heights and colour combinations
right, and science to select plants that are going to be happy in the challenging conditions that pots
can present. | have got both the artistic and scientific elements wrong on many occasions over the
years, so these days, when I'm filling a pot (either hanging or standing) that is large enough to include
several plants, | try to adopt the ‘Thriller, Filler, and Spiller’ approach.

Thriller: The centrepiece or focal point of the container, the thriller plant is usually tall and dramatic;
designed to draw the eye. Thrillers may have bold flowers, striking foliage, or unique shapes. They
are typically placed in the centre or back of the container. Examples include Dracaena, purple
fountain grass, cane begonias, dwarf sunflowers or heliopsis, mandevilla (on a climbing support),
dahlias, or Canna lilies.

Filler: Medium-height plants that surround the thriller, adding fullness, texture, and colour contrast.
These plants complement the thriller without overpowering it. They often form mounded or bushy
shapes. Popular fillers include petunias, alyssum, impatiens (busy lizzie), pelargoniums (or geraniums),
heuchera, sedums, or coleus.

Spiller: These are trailing or cascading plants that soften the edges of the container and create
movement. Examples include ipomea (a much prettier and less invasive relative of our native
bindweed), trailing petunias and begonias, Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls', variegated ivy.

You'll have noticed that many of the plants | have suggested are not necessarily the standard ones
that you expect to find in pots. Why? Because | get bored with those and like to experiment a bit.
Sometimes it works, and sometimes it doesn't — that's gardening!

Once planted apply a mulch on top to reduce water loss. You'll have to water and feed regularly
through the summer, which is why I've rigged up an irrigation system and timer; it saves hours across
the year.

What else to do?

Hopefully all chance of frost has now passed so you can plant out summer bedding plants. Don't
move them straight outside though, they need to be ‘hardened off' over a week or so, bringing them
back inside, or closing the cold-frame, at night, particularly if temperatures are due to drop into the
single figures.

If you have potted up dahlias somewhere warm, then they should have good strong shoots and can
go outside now.

French and runner beans can be sown outside from mid-May. If they are climbing varieties you
should have the climbing frame in place before you sow seeds or plant out the young plants.
Mangetout and sugar snaps can also be sown now. Courgettes, squashes and tomatoes can go
outside towards the end of the month. Quick-growing crops like beetroot, radish and salad leaves
can be sown every few weeks to get a succession of crops. Thinking ahead to next winter, purple
sprouting broccoli sown now will be ready for cropping around about next February/ March. Cover it
with fine mesh or you will be squashing caterpillars all summer.



CHURCHILL AND
LANGEORD

VILLAGE DIARY!

Planning an event in Churchill or Langford? Make

sure your event doesn’t clash. Whether it's a music
event, flower show, village get-together or a local club
meeting, make sure your date doesn’t clash with other
key activities by checking the Village Diary and adding

your event to it!

The Village Diary, maintained by the Communications Officer of Churchill
Parish Council, is a central calendar that helps local groups and residents
coordinate activities throughout the year. It’s a simple but powerful way to
avoid overlapping events, maximise attendance, and support each other’s

efforts in building a vibrant, well-connected community.

To ensure your event gets the attention it deserves and to help others do
the same, email comms@churchillpc.org.uk with your event details as early
as possible. The more we all use the Village Diary, the more effective it

becomes.

Let’s work together to keep Churchill’'s community life thriving, one well-
planned event at a time!

https://churchillpc.org.uk/whats-on/



Walks are usually on the first and third Saturday of each month, starting at 10.30am

4 April — Cheddar
Meet at Hannah More Cottage, Lower North Street, Cheddar
(A shorter walk and coffee meet up is available at 11am from the same meeting point)

18 April — Cheddar and the Strawberry Line
Meet at Hannah More Cottage, Lower North Street, Cheddar.

2 May — Cheddar
Meet at Hannah More Cottage, Lower North Street, Cheddar
(A shorter walk and coffee meet up is available at 11am from the same meeting point)

16 May — Strawberry Line to Winscombe
Meet at Axbridge picnic site on A371 (the lay-by)

6 June — Cheddar
Meet at Hannah More Cottage, Lower North Street, Cheddar
(A shorter walk and coffee meet up is available at 11am from the same meeting point)

20 June — Strawberry Line to Sandford Station
Meet at Memorial Playing Fields car park in Winscombe

Contact: Adrian: 01934 743 527 |/ adrianmale99@agmail.com

Physical Activity Team:
01275 882 730 /| GetActive@n-somerset.qov.uk
www.betterhealthns.co.uk/get-active/walking/

B3R
B \5& Somarset

N Councl|

Better North
Health Somerset

Health Walks
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@ NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
GAReeyl Garden Gpen For Charity @%

CHEM

Church View

Front Street, Churchill,
Winscombe, BS25 5NB

Saturday 20 June
Sunday 21 June

2-5pm
Adults £5 Children free

WHEELCHAIR ACCESS  DOCS WELCOME ~ PLANTS FOR SALE

More information at ngs.org.uk
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available NOW!

Allotments plots available at Churchill

We have several plots available at our
Allotment fields on Pudding Pie Lane. The
plots are available for Churchill/Langford
# residents and those from our surrounding
villages. If you are interested in taking over a

plot, contact me on 07399 523961 or on
clerk@churchillpc.org.uk v
~ e

. Sreadl ., ”‘;

Vet care for cats, dogs, rabbits and other small pets
including most exotics.

Emergencies accepted 24/7, we provide our own
Out-of-Hours emergency care

Multi-discipline referral hospital just next door for FROM CHURCHILL PARISH

advanced or emergency referral cases %mnoun
UL VOLUNTEERS
01934 852 422
JOIN OUR NEWSLETTER

B U CCoDED Register | For More Information and to
University of = your book training help email:

ME] BRISTOL pet:
rig clerk@churchillpc.org.uk




Churchill, Langford and surrounding area

UP COMING EVENTS

COUNCIL MEETING

Full Council meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the

Community Hall, Ladymead Lane, Churchill.

SING FOR FUN
Every Friday 1.30 to 2.30
St Marys Church Langford
For everyone who simply wants to
feel better through singing.
More info Jan Murray
info@churchillmusic.org.uk

EXPLORE TRINITY SINGERS

Unlock the benefits of singing for your health
and well-being!

Trinity Singers, based in Churchill, North
Somerset, welcomes you to: Elevate musical
standards with a diverse repertoire, Perform
concerts blending Sacred and Secular music,
and connect with church music at services
and events.

Discover the joy of singing at
https://www.trinitysingers.co.uk/

Winscombe District u3a Monday, 18th May
2026 starting at 2:30 pm Main Event Hall,
Winscombe Community Centre, Sanford
Road BS25 1JA Speaker: Paul Ralph of Ad
Astra Cider Ltd With a talk entitled: “ From
the Air Force to Apples”. Visitors welcome £3
Refreshments from 2pm.

CHURCHILL 2000 LADIES GROUP

Join a small group of about 14 members called the
Churchill 2000 formed after the closure of the
Churchill W.l.in 2000

Meeting 11times a year at 7.30pm in the Reading
Room opposite the Methodist church on the 3rd
Wednesday of the month. Enjoy a speaker, a meal
out, visit a garden or have in house entertainment.
Open to new members to join a very relaxed group
who enjoy an evening together along with a cup of
tea and biscuits.

Email katieandshelagh@btinternet.com

Churchill and Langford Minibus garden trips
Sunday 17 May 2026

Court House, East Quantoxhead

Minibus £10, Garden entry £7

These gardens are in a wonderful setting on the
coast below the Quantock Hills. Sir Walter and Lady
Luttrell developed them after settling here in the
1950s. Tea and cake will be served in the nearby
village

hall.

Saturday and Sunday 20/21 June 2026

Church View, Front St, Churchill

This is the garden of John (your gardening column
writer)and Jill, and will be open for the National
Garden Scheme for the first time in 8 years. A
minibus will be running from local villages on the
Sunday; fare £3. Garden entry is £5, and there will
be tea and cake (proceeds to St John’s Church)and
plants for sale, courtesy of our neighbours.

For minibus bookings, please email or call;
john.simmons3462@gmail.com , 07855-944049.



mailto:john.simmons3462@gmail.com
https://www.trinitysingers.co.uk/

The Minibus Society

The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society is now running a scheme to assist people in getting to
their hospital appointments.

This scheme aims to connect volunteer drivers from the Churchill and Langford community with
patients to provide convenient transport to the region's medical centres.

The service will be provided using local drivers' personal vehicles, or, alternatively, a community
minibus.

All drivers will be DBS cleared, and, as part of the process, all drivers will be enrolled as a member
of the minibus society.

The costs for hospital transport:
BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY £20
SOUTHMEAD HOSPITAL £20
BATH Royal United Hospital £25
CONGRESBURY £10

YATTON £10

WESTON HOSPITAL £10
WINSCOMBE £10

WRINGTON £10

CHURCHILL SURGERY £10

For other journeys, not specified, the donation will be agreed before the trip by the organiser.
If you need help ring Trevor on 01934 852589 or 07836600019

The Churchill and Langford Minibus Society also runs two minibuses and operates a schedule of
trips every month to shops in Wells, Nailsea, Clevedon, Worle and Weston. In addition, it also
provides transport for members to their healthcare appointments and subject to availability runs
non scheduled trips for its members. In the past, these have included Churchill Music, Theatres,
Cinema, pub lunches, trips to the coast and social events etc. To see the current schedule of trips
please visit www.churchillpc.org.uk/local-services/mutual-aid-minibus-society

To become a Society member of the Community transport scheme please contact one of the
organisers listed on the schedule of trips who will explain about the trips and how to enroll as a
member. The Society is always looking to recruit new organisers and drivers so if you have some
spare time then we would love to hear from you. The Chairman's details are on the journey
schedule. The Society also provides the opportunity to make new friends and help you reduce
your carbon footprint.


https://churchillpc.org.uk/local-services/mutual-aid-minibus-society/

Churchlill & Langford Mlnlbus

CLMS

\

Sunday

MONDAY | TUESDAY \WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY @ FRIDAY
Our area covers Churchill, Langford, Burrington, Shipham, e _The Soclety
Winscombe, Sandford and Banwell. Am is grateful for
Membership is free and we ask for a small donation for each t?%:Upp;TIl
journey. If you are interested in any of these trips please Wells oSh' '“:_:'c .
phone the organiser, whose names & numbers are shown U,
below Winscombe
J . and
4th 5th 6th Tth
Am Am Pm Am Sandford, B_urrinton and
Yatton + Banwell Parish
a Councils.They will let you
Flowerdown*| Weston”* Worle* Churchill know if seats are available
Community We will pick_ you up close to
where you live.
Lunches
i i i !
11th q12th 13th 14th 17th
Am Am Am Am Am
Minehead Worle + Garden Visit
Taunton* Sharon Nailsea Churchill Court House
Pm Community East
Weston* Lunches Quantoxhead
Ann Linda Jennie Angela John
19th 20th 21t Maggie 07516 172683,
Am Am Am Angela 01934 707115,
Yatton + |[Mavis 07739 608691
Worle* Wells Churchill |Kim 07880 254722, Jennie
e, (01934 843758, Ann 01934
Community
Lunches 22441,
. . John 07855 944049,
- Kl Linda __Angela sparon 07981 064588,
23 26 27 28t Linda 01934 853755 07871
Pm Pm Am Am 478229,
Winscombe +| For any queries please
Flowerdown*| Weston” Wells* Churchill ring Trevor on
Community 01934 852589
Lunches Can also pick up in the
Ann Linda Ann Angela | K Banwell Area
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4 . Chorehill Parish Council
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Churchill Parish Council updates six
noticeboards for the community of Churchill
and Langford. Residents can advertise an
event on the notice board but not regular
group or a business.

If you would like your posters displayed in the
noticeboards, please send physical copies to:

The Parish Clerk 17 Sealey Close, Draycott,
Cheddar, Somerset, BS27 3UA

Please note, that we cannot print posters for
the noticeboards on your behalf.

Do you own a local business?

Churchill & Langford Parish Council
Newsletter is making advertising space
available for local businesses to promote
their wares and services.

Businesses can buy a spot in this
newsletter to advertise. Prices will be £60
for 12 months, and £35 for six months. The
advertisement can consist of one line, the
name of the business, the type of
business, and contact details.

These advertising spaces will be aimed at
businesses in and around the local area of
Churchill & Langford.

If you are interested in advertising with us,
or if you would simply like more
information, please contact our Clerk,
Sally Diaz, on clerk@churchillpc.org.uk or

on 07399 523 961

Got a local event to share?

We love to know what's on and spread
the word. Please send information about
your event to Becky -
comms@churchillpc.org.uk

YOUR BUSINESS HERE

Contact us

If you have any questions or comments, you
can get in touch with us by emailing
clerk@churchillpc.org.uk

You can find us on Facebook
www.facebook.com/churchillparishcouncil

Visit www.churchillpc.org.uk to find out
about Churchill and Langford villages,
access help, community transport + details
of activities and events.
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	CHURCHILL & LANGFORD
	LOCAL NEWS
	MAY  2026

	Welcome to our newsletter for the community of Churchill and Langford villages. Full Council meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the Community Hall, Ladymead Lane, Churchill and you are welcome to attend these meetings.

	Parish Clerk Sally Diaz
	Churchill and Langford Parish Council – Meeting Summary
	Thank you to everyone who came to the Annual Get Together themed to celebrate Volunteers.

	Well done to James Kennedy The Market Kitchen and Emma Stocks Community Champions 2026.
	Churchill and Langford Annual Get-Together. Community, Commitment and What’s Next
	Funding and finances The council has worked carefully to balance ambition with affordability.
	Over £50,000 received in Section 106 funding
	Around £65,500 from Community Infrastructure Levy funds
	£1,000 distributed in village grants
	The parish precept has increased slightly, from £130,466 to £139,958. For a Band D household, this equates to an increase of 46p per month. This was not a decision taken lightly. The aim has been to keep increases as low as possible while maintaining services and investing in the parish.
	Looking ahead There is more to come. Plans are developing for further improvements across the parish, alongside a full programme of events, including the annual Village Day. The Parish Council has linked up with Banwell and Winscombe and Sandford Parish Council and the Impact Alliance. This is a scheme aimed to combat loneliness in the community. The focus remains clear. Use funding wisely. Improve what already exists. Strengthen the sense of community.
	Recognition and appreciation The evening also celebrated those who go above and beyond. Community Champion Awards were presented to: James Kennedy for his care and support of community members through The Market Kitchen Emma Stocks for her work supporting the Reading Room Their contributions reflect the spirit of the parish. Quiet, consistent and deeply valued.
	A simple invitation The message from the evening was clear. You do not need to do everything. Just something. Help at an event Deliver a few leaflets Support a local group Join the Parish Council
	There are currently three vacancies on the council. Meetings take place on the second Monday of each month at 7:30pm in the Market Kitchen.
	If you have ever thought about getting involved, now is the time.
	Because community does not just happen. People make it happen.
	Work to future-proof the A38/A368 crossroads between Churchill and Langford is set to begin on Monday 11 May. The Churchill traffic improvement scheme aims to alleviate congestion, improve traffic flow, and enhance both current and future bus services. Under the approved design, the existing crossroads will be transformed into a roundabout with smart traffic signals.  The infrastructure improvements to the crossroads include:
	Converting the crossroads where the A38 and A368 meet between Langford and Churchill into a modern roundabout, complete with smart traffic signals. This upgrade will improve traffic flow, allowing the junction to handle a higher volume of vehicles than is currently possible.
	Implementing smart signals at all four approaches to the roundabout, with prioritisation for buses and the A38, ensuring smoother traffic movement and supporting public transport efficiency.
	Installing four controlled crossings on each arm of the roundabout to provide safer access for pedestrians and cyclists, enhancing overall safety and mobility.
	Building new pavements around the junction to improve pedestrian safety and ensure safer movement for all users.
	Planting five semi-mature trees as part of the landscaping scheme. While some trees will be removed due to construction, most are nearing the end of their life. New, more resilient trees will be planted in collaboration with the council's tree officer.
	Introducing a bus-only lane on the west side of the roundabout, enabling buses traveling along A368 Dinghurst Road to easily access the bus stop. This lane will also be available for use by community minibuses, improving public transport access
	The current junction is already at capacity, often congested during peak times, and is expected to face even greater traffic volumes with the expected increase of housing, population and road users. To address these challenges, the new signalised roundabout will be implemented, designed to improve traffic flow, reduce congestion, and provide a safer, more efficient route for all users. Included in the work plan, the council will carry out highway maintenance in the area. This includes road resurfacing, drainage upgrades, improved traffic signals at crossings, and enhanced street lighting to benefit all users. By incorporating these essential upgrades into the scheme, local maintenance budgets are freed up to be spent on other priority areas across North Somerset.
	The works have been carefully planned to minimise disruption. The A38 is a key part of the North Somerset region, so the project is being managed to reduce impact on the network as much as possible. While this may extend the overall timeline, ensuring minimal disruption remains the top priority. Current programme of works
	11-17 May – Traffic management
	11-22 May – Off-peak lane closure
	5 June – 27 August – 24-hour lane closure: Bus Gate & Northwest Quadrant
	28 August – 22 October – Southwest Quadrant works
	23-28 October – Off-peak 2-way signals and lane closure
	5 June – 29 October – 24-hour lane closure: A38 Southbound
	25 August – 30 October – Main Gyratory East works
	2 November – 20 November – Narrow lanes with off-peak lane closures: Roundabout
	23 November – 28 January – 24-hour lane closure with narrow lanes: Southeast Quadrant
	29 January – 16 February – Off-peak lane closures with narrow lanes: Splitter Islands
	17 February – 5 March – Off-peak lane closures with narrow lanes: Splitter Islands
	These dates are subject to change with an earlier completion date anticipated than currently planned.
	HELP SHAPE THE FUTURE OF CHURCHILL SKATE PARK
	Survey
	We are exploring whether changes to  the current skate park may be needed. No decisions have been made. We need your views.
	OPEN TO ALL RESIDENTS, YOUNG PEOPLE AND FAMILIES
	Churchill and Langford Parish Council Survey closes 31 July 2026

	THE SURVEY TAKES 1–2 MINUTES


	THE GARDEN ROOM

	COUNSELLING
	WESTON-SUPER-MARE
	BECKY WALSH
	Intuitive Integrative Counsellor
	www.beckywalsh.com    www.mydnadiscovery.com Face-to-face in Weston-super-Mare or online via Zoom


	May is typically the month when I plant-up the pots on my patio that are going to provide some close to the house colour through the summer and autumn. Over the years I have learned that combining plants together in pots involves both art and science; art to get the heights and colour combinations right, and science to select plants that are going to be happy in the challenging conditions that pots can present. I have got both the artistic and scientific elements wrong on many occasions over the years, so these days, when I’m filling a pot (either hanging or standing) that is large enough to include several plants, I try to adopt the ‘Thriller, Filler, and Spiller’ approach.
	Thriller: The centrepiece or focal point of the container, the thriller plant is usually tall and dramatic; designed to draw the eye. Thrillers may have bold flowers, striking foliage, or unique shapes. They are typically placed in the centre or back of the container. Examples include Dracaena, purple fountain grass, cane begonias, dwarf sunflowers or heliopsis, mandevilla (on a climbing support), dahlias, or Canna lilies.
	Filler: Medium-height plants that surround the thriller, adding fullness, texture, and colour contrast. These plants complement the thriller without overpowering it. They often form mounded or bushy shapes. Popular fillers include petunias, alyssum, impatiens (busy lizzie), pelargoniums (or geraniums), heuchera, sedums, or coleus.  Spiller: These are trailing or cascading plants that soften the edges of the container and create movement. Examples include ipomea (a much prettier and less invasive relative of our native bindweed), trailing petunias and begonias, Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’, variegated ivy. You’ll have noticed that many of the plants I have suggested are not necessarily the standard ones that you expect to find in pots. Why? Because I get bored with those and like to experiment a bit. Sometimes it works, and sometimes it doesn’t – that’s gardening! Once planted apply a mulch on top to reduce water loss. You’ll have to water and feed regularly through the summer, which is why I’ve rigged up an irrigation system and timer; it saves hours across the year.
	What else to do?  Hopefully all chance of frost has now passed so you can plant out summer bedding plants. Don’t move them straight outside though, they need to be ‘hardened off’ over a week or so, bringing them back inside, or closing the cold-frame, at night, particularly if temperatures are due to drop into the single figures. If you have potted up dahlias somewhere warm, then they should have good strong shoots and can go outside now.
	French and runner beans can be sown outside from mid-May. If they are climbing varieties you should have the climbing frame in place before you sow seeds or plant out the young plants. Mangetout and sugar snaps can also be sown now. Courgettes, squashes and tomatoes can go outside towards the end of the month. Quick-growing crops like beetroot, radish and salad leaves can be sown every few weeks to get a succession of crops. Thinking ahead to next winter, purple sprouting broccoli sown now will be ready for cropping around about next February/ March. Cover it with fine mesh or you will be squashing caterpillars all summer.
	CHURCHILL AND LANGFORD VILLAGE DIARY!
	https://churchillpc.org.uk/whats-on/

	We have allotments available NOW!
	Churchill, Langford and surrounding area

	UP COMING EVENTS
	COUNCIL MEETING
	Full Council meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the Community Hall, Ladymead Lane, Churchill.

	SING FOR FUN
	Every Friday 1.30 to 2.30 St Marys Church Langford For everyone who simply wants to feel better through singing.  More info Jan Murray info@churchillmusic.org.uk

	EXPLORE TRINITY SINGERS
	Unlock the benefits of singing for your health and well-being!  Trinity Singers, based in Churchill, North Somerset, welcomes you to: Elevate musical standards with a diverse repertoire, Perform concerts blending Sacred and Secular music, and connect with church music at services and events. Discover the joy of singing at https://www.trinitysingers.co.uk/
	Winscombe District u3a Monday, 18th May 2026 starting at 2:30 pm Main Event Hall, Winscombe Community Centre, Sanford Road BS25 1JA Speaker: Paul Ralph of Ad Astra Cider Ltd With a talk entitled: “ From the Air Force to Apples”. Visitors welcome £3 Refreshments from 2pm.
	Churchill and Langford Minibus garden trips Sunday 17 May 2026 Court House, East Quantoxhead Minibus £10, Garden entry £7 These gardens are in a wonderful setting on the coast below the Quantock Hills. Sir Walter and Lady Luttrell developed them after settling here in the 1950s. Tea and cake will be served in the nearby village hall.
	Saturday and Sunday 20/21 June 2026 Church View, Front St, Churchill This is the garden of John (your gardening column writer) and Jill, and will be open for the National Garden Scheme for the first time in 8 years. A minibus will be running from local villages on the Sunday; fare £3. Garden entry is £5, and there will be tea and cake (proceeds to St John’s Church) and plants for sale, courtesy of our neighbours. For minibus bookings, please email or call; john.simmons3462@gmail.com , 07855-944049.
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